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Statement  of  Purpose 

Nexus  ,  the  Selwyn  House  School  newspaper,  serves  three  main 
purposes:  it  is  an  open  outlet  for  student  and  staff  opinions,  ideas,  and 
creativity;  it  is  a  medium  through  which  current  events  relevant  to  the  school 
may  be  made  known;  and  finally  it  is  -  or  should  be  -  a  breath  of  fresh  air  in 
the  sometimes  boring,  always  hectic  school  days  of  every  Selwyn  Boy. 


Editors 

Matthew  Waxman 

Rolland  Sabbagh 

Rob  Worsoff 

All  Dibadj 

Assistant  Editors 

Peter  McEntyre 

Staff  Advisors 

Geoff  Dowd 


Writers 

Zoro  Valdmanis 

Andrew  Taylor 

Patrick  Brown 

Ali  Dibadj 

Rudolpho  El-Raguerinaraaaa 

Geoff  Dowd 

Mme.  Rocheleau's  Grade  4 

Typists 

Matthew  Waxman 


Cover  &  Cartoon 

Chris  Gayton 


Printing 

Christine  Krushelnyski 


NEXUS  6.4 


Page  3 


EDITORIAL 


OPINION 


U.S.A.»s  "Heartbreak 
Stamp' 


.»» 


A  few  days  ago,  the  United  States  Mail 
unveiled  two  brand  new  290  stamps.  Elvis 
Presley  will  live  forever  now  because  he  is  the 
subject  of  both  stamps.  The  public  now  has 
the  opportimity  of  licking  the  older  Elvis  or  the 
younger  Elvis  and  sending  him  to  a  friend 
across  town. 

Many  critics  of  the  stamp  feel  that  "The 
King"  is  not  fit  to  be  placed  on  an  official 
stamp  of  the  most  important  country  in  the 
world  (or  any  country  for  that  matter) 
because  he  died  of  drugs.  In  essence  he  was 
not  clean,  so  he  should  not  be  glorified  on  a 
fstamp  in  the  same  manner  that  famous 
presidents  are.  Some  even  went  further  in 
saying  that  putting  Elvis  on  a  stamp  is  like 
telling  the  youth  that  "drugs  are  O.K.  as  long 
as  people  like  you." 

Proponents  of  the  stamp  are  quick  to 
fire  back  at  the  critics'  aggressive  attacks. 
They  say  that  Elvis  Presley  is  part  of 
America's  heritage  and  he  should  be  displayed 
proudly  as  a  patriotic  American.  "The  King  is," 
they  say  proudly  "a  symbol  of  America. " 
Unfortunately,  drugs,  murder,  and  other 
crimes  are  also  symbols  of  America.  I  can't 
wait  to  see  a  special  stamp  for  Dahmer,  Bundy, 
or  Columbian  Crack  in  the  next  few  years. 

U.S.  Mail  also  says  that  the  new  stamp 
will  increase  sales.  Personally,  I  wouldn't  go 
out  and  send  any  more  letters  just  because  of  a 
fancy  new  stamp.  (They're  digging  deep!) 

Anyway,  a  lousy  stamp  may  not  seem 
very  important,  but  to  me  it  seems  that  in  this 
fcase  a  lousy  stamp  seems  to  demonstrate  a  lot 
of  problems  in  the  low  moral  Americas. 

Ali  Dibadj 


Unnecessary  Things 

It  strikes  me  often  that  there  are  many 
elements  to  our  society  that  we  would  be  better 
without.  Gone  is  the  presence  of  those  all-day 
weather  stations  with  the  man  in  the  pressed 
suit  and  ear-wide  smile  explaining  the 
intricacies  of  high  and  low  pressure  systems, 
using  only  a  map,  a  short  stick,  and 
exaggerated  body  gestures  rivaling  those  of 
our  school's  math  department  staff.  Another  is 
the  sudden  influx  of  fund-raising  schemes 
planned  to  benefit  those  "less  fortunate  than 
ourselves":  The  Terry  Fox  Run  and  The  30 
Hour  Famine. 

Lest  I  be  struck  down  by  lightning,  or 
possibly  by  Tom  Cochrane,  I  will  hasten  to 
explain  myself.  I  am  not  strictly  against 
organizations  like  UNICEF  and  The  Kidney 
Foundation,  in  which  you  dish  out  the  dough 
or  you  at  least  get  peanuts  in  return  (note  the 
skillful  pun),  although  I  do  feel  that  this  does 
lend  the  very  young  an  air  of  righteousness 
and  dramatic,  self-sacrifice  as  the  poor 
martyrs  give  up  their  baseball  card  money  and 
glower  disdainfully  at  you  if  you  don't  do  the 
same;  this  will  most  probably  be  the  foremost 
reason  for  the  imminent  comeback  of  TV 
evangelists.  Actually,  it  is  the  fund-raising 
events  that  bother  me,  the  "Run  a  mile  for 
Terry!",  and  the  "Starve  yourself  for 
Mozambique!"  Does  this  personal  involvement 
actually  help?  The  much-needed  money  comes 
from  donations,  and  not  from  the  sweat  of 
todlers  trudging  around  a  track.  No,  this  is 
just  another  one  of  life's  unnecessary  things. 

You  may  argue  that  it  helps  you 
understand  the  need  to  give  money,  and  that 
by  fasting  for  thirty  hours,  people  will 
suddenly  realize  the  full  extent  of  the  world's 
troubles,  will  comprehend,  will  open  up  their 
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hearts,  will  GIVE...  However,  this  was  not  the 
picture  painted  for  me  when  I  watched  last 
years  videos  of  the  event.  All  I  saw  was 
exuberant  teenagers,  grabbing  at  an  excuse  to 
break  the  endless  monotony  of  daily  life, 
fulfilling  yet  another  requirement  to  become 
known  as  a  sensitive  and  caring  person,  and 
finally  breaking  out  the  pizza. 

You  may  argue  that  at  least  it  gets 
people  involved.  This  it  does,  but  for  all  the 
wrong  reasons.  People  join  for  the  promise  of 
it  being  a  social  must,  for  the  ftin,  and  for  the 
free  food;  thousands  of  miles,  dust  cakes  the 
faces  of  people  forgotten,  cakes  the  food  they 
don't  have.  People  get  the  impression  that  you 
can  actually  help  the  starving  children  by  not 
eating  for  awhile  and  playing  volleyball  in  the 
school  gym.  This  is  what  people  are  being 
taught  to  think,  and  people  are  being  taught 
wrong. 

All  the  money  spent  on  pizza, 
advertising,  filming,  and  as  we  saw  in  the  film 
strip,  sending  two  starry-eyed  adolesents  to 
Africa,  all  this  could  be  spent  on  the  proposed 
benefactors  of  the  plan:  the  children 
themselves.  Instead,  we  dramatize  their 
suffering,  sweeten  their  sickness,  and  turn 
their  death  into  our  party. 

Patrick  Brown 


Page  4 


List 


Jon  Hassler's  novel  Staggerford  includes 
a  wonderfiil  character  named  Agatha  McGee,  a 
teacher  of  the  old  school,  strict  but  kindly, 
loved  and  respected,  feared  and  admired,  etc. 
We've  all  been  taught  by  her  equivalent  at 
some  stage  (she  is  a  spinster,  however,  and  the 
novel  demonstrates  I  would  not  want  to  take 
instruction  from  her  in  domestic  matters).  I 
remember  most  of  all  her  frequent  attacks  of 
"dark  ages  dyspepsia,"  an  affliction  she'd  suffer 
whenever  a  student,  junior  colleague,  or 
anyone  else  reminded  her  that  things  are  not 


as  they  used  to  be,  that  youth  is  wasted  on  the 
young,  that  we're  all  going  to  hell  in  a^ 
handbasket,  etc.  Her  dyspeptic  condition^ 
surely  describes  many  of  us  as  we  daily 
confront  petty  annoyances  and  stupidity,  as 
well  as  larger  problems  that  seem  without 
solution. 

Let  me  list  in  point  form  some  of  those 
piques  that  perhaps  some  of  you  share  with 
me.  They  are  listed  in  no  particular  order,  and 
most  assuredly  will  not  bother  me  as  I  lie 
poolside  this  March  down  in  Florida. 
-Nintendo,  that  symptom  of  middle  class 
decadence 

-sports  cards  traded  as  a  commodity 
-all  television  shows  featuring  wisecracking 
kids 

-any  CBC  television  sports  show  featuring  the 
reptilian  Brian  Williams 

-television,  which  has  helped  render  our 
culture  illiterate 

-people  who  begrudge  paying  higher  taxes,  but 
look  to  the  government  for  spending  and^ 
support  in  tough  times  ™ 

-those  swamp  people  and  genetic  throwbacks 
who  insist  on  talking  during  movies 
-most  movies,  and  especially  those  with 
Mickey  Rourke 

-complaints  about  Selwyn  House  lunches, 
especially  by  overfed  people 
-rock  music  portrayed  as  serious  art,  and 
critics  who  promote  this  view 
-waiters  who  don't  smile,  or  have  to  be  asked 
about  refilling  my  coffee  cup 
-Greek  brochetteries  that  sell  giant  tasteless 
souvlaki  platters 

-professional  athletes  who  whine,  especially 
tennis  players 

-people  who  criticize  other  countries,  like 
Japan,  for  our  economic  problems 
-whiners  generally 

-parents  who  stock  beer  for  teenage  parties 
-snobs  who  complain  about  the  poor  writing  in 
The  Gazette,  and  champion  newspapers  Uke 
The  New  York  Times  9 

-giant  Chinese  buffet  restaurants 
-smokers'  "rights"  activists 
-people  who  don't  flush  toilets 
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-people  who  begrudge  saying  grace  before 
)meals 

-people,  like  me,  who  judge  harshly  and 
categorically 

Geoffrey  Dowd 


ESSAYS 


The  other  day  I  came  across  Camus  's 
"L'etranger  "  and  was  surprised  that  there 
was  any  French  literature  worth  reading. 
Having  been  exposed  solely  to  the  frail  likes  of 
"Les  Petits  Hommes  Verts"  and  "Topaz",  I  am 
beginning  to  suspect  a  French  department 
misinformation  conspiracy.  An  heinous 
conspiracy  that  exposes  the  young  and  eager 
|minds  of  all  Selwyn  boys  to  the  grass  roots  of 
French-Canadian  culture  in  the  form  of 
ludicrous  plays  and  short- stories. 

The  most  recent  example  of  the  forceible 
mass  exposure  of  innocent  teenagers  to  the 
vulgar  breed  of  French- Canadian  plays  was  on 
Thursday  ,the  20th  of  February  -  a  Hallmark 
occasion  ,  representing  everyone's  worst 
nightmare.  The  play  was  "Ubu  Roi"  and  it 
featured  a  troupe  of  strange  looking  people 
dressed  up  in  tires  and  heavily  padded  over- 
sized pillows,  who  jumped  up  and  down  while 
exploring  new  realms  of  pitch  range  with  their 
voices.  It  was  not  a  pretty  sight.  This,  however 
is  not  how  it  ended  -  later  on  in  the  play 
something  happened  that  made  me  feel  the 
sweet  sensation  of  bile  spurting  up  through  my 
esophogus  and  into  my  mouth.  One  of  the  lead 
characters  began  beating  somebody  over  the 
head  with  a  nice  big  phallus  which  ended  up 
being  one  of  the  major  props.  Talk  about  deep 
fsymbolism.  Talk  about  a  touch  of  class.  Talk 
about  French-Canadian  culture. 

Being  thoroughly  bewildered  and 
numbingly  shocked,  I  began  interrogating 
Mme.  Werbiski.  Here's  what  happened; 


Z.V.  -  Mme.,    whose  idea  was  it  to  bring  us  to 
this  play? 

W.     -  I  can't  answer  that.  I've  been  sworn  to 

secrecy. 

Z.V.  -  Why  did  you  choose  this  play?  Does  it 

epitomize  French-Canadian  culture? 

W.    -  No  comment. 

Z.V.  -  Which  scenes  did  you  particularly  enjoy? 

W.    -  No  comment. 

Z.V.  -  Do  you  think  the  author  has  talent  or  do 

you  think  he's  just  a  perverted  loser  with 

nothing  else  to  do? 

W.    -  Just  leave  me  alone! 

A  telling  interview  indeed.  Perhaps  one 
day,  the  French  department  will  find  the  errors 
in  their  ways  and  stop  exposing  us  to  these 
vulgar  abominations  they  call  literary  works. 

Zoro  Valdmanis 


News  Bulletin: 
J.RK.  IS  ALIVE!! 

It  may  be  hard  to  believe  but  it  is 
true.John  F.  Kennedy,  who  is  supposed  to  have 
been  murdered  in  1963  by  Lee  Harvey  Oswald 
is  alive.  He  has  been  spotted  in  Puerto  Rico 
where  the  U.S.  Secret  Service  has  set  up  a 
copy  of  the  real  White  House.  A  whole  crew  of 
people  dressed  up  as  everybody  from  Marilyn 
Monroe  to  Jackie  Kennedy  to  Robert  Kennedy 
deal  with  John  on  a  daily  basis.  He  thinks 
that  he  is  still  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  1960  and  has  phone  calls  with 
"Krushchev"  and  other  old  world  politicians 
regularly.  The  United  States  Government  has 
made  no  comment.  J.F.K.  is  in  surprisingly 
good  health.  Now  it  has  become  clear  why  we 
don't  have  the  answer  to  the  question  "Who 
kiUed  J.FK?" 

Rudolpho  El-Raguerinaraaaa 
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Hmmmmm!! 


Their  inclusion  would  be  a  mere  waste  of  space 
and  would  prevent  several  other  well  deserving 
people  from  appearing.  Submissions  for  possible' 
inclusion  are  welcome  and  by  the  way,  if  you 
happen  to  be  offended,  WELL  THAT'S 
TOUGH!!!!!!! 


Things  that  make  you  go 
Hmmm! 

1 .  When  the  snow  melts,  where  does  all  the 
white  go? 

2.  If  the  contribution  to  the  Lucus  Fund  is 
"voluntary",  why  does  the  fine  print 

say  if  your  parents  don't  pay  it,  then  you  can't  go 
to  SHS? 

NOTE  -  /  would  greatly  appreciate  it  if  anyone  could 
tell  me  who  the  School  is  attempting  to  defraud.  A 
reward  will  be  offered  upon  the  arrest,  conviction, and 
execution  of  all  parties  responsible  for  the 
aforementioned  heinous  act. 

Andrew  Taylor 


Andrew  Taylor's  Top  ten 
People  who  MUST  Die! 

1.  Michael  Jackson 

2.  The  Monkees  (Davy,  Mickey,  Peter,  &  Michael) 

3.  Tsikko  Makkela 

4.  Baby  Michelle  from  Full  House 

5.  Debbie  Gibson 

6.  Paul  Shaffer 

7.  Natalie  Cole 

8  Regis  &  Kathie  Lee 

9.  Elizabeth  Taylor 

10.  Right  Said  Fred 

(Let's  see  if  he's  too  sexy  for  a  body  bag) 

Note  -  Politicians  and  ALL  politicaly  correct 
people  will  never  appear  on  this  list 
for  it  is  obvious  that  they  deserve  to  die  in  the 
most  painful  and  disgusting  manner  possible. 


QUESTIONS 


Les  Questions  Pour  lecole 
secondaire 

L  Ou  est  la  plus  grande  edifice  du  monde? 

2.  Ou  etait  inventer  la  television  en  coleur? 

3.  En  quelle  annee  est-ce-que  la  tour  Eiffel  a  ete 
construite? 

4.  Dans  une  chandelle,  est-ce-que  la  cire  est 
brule? 

5.  Quelles  sont  les  7  merveilles  du  monde? 

6.  Ou  est  le  plus  grande  magasin  du  monde? 

7.  Qui  est  1  maiheur  jouer  de  hockey? 

8.  Quel  est  le  nom  du  le  premier  ministre  de 
Japon? 

9.  Qui  a  enregistre  le  chanson  Long  Tall  Sally  en 
1956? 

10.  Comment  est  fait  un  thermomtre? 

11.  Pourquoi  le  ciel  est  bleu? 

12.  Quel  age  a  Michel  J.  Fox? 

13.  Quel  professeur  a  un  nom  du  Japon? 

14.  Quel  est  la  capital  de  Norv^ge? 

15.  Quel  est  le  numero  du  points  a  le  canadiens 
de  Montreal  a  on  jan  13, 1992? 

16.  En  quelle  annee  etait  le  President  J.F.K.  tuer? 


Les  reponse  a  la  fin! 


Mme.  Rocheleau  4ieme  annee 
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Nexus  Nerd  of  the 
Month 


Matthew  Waxman  9B 


Congratulations!!! 


Reponse 


1 .  Chicago 

2.  Angleterre 
3.1889 

4.  Oui 

5  ?????????? 

6.  G.U.M.  dans  le  U.R.S.S. 

7.  Bobby  Orr 

8.  Toshiki  Kaifux 

9.  Little  Richard 

10.  Avec  de  la  vitre  est  de  I'alcool 

11.  C'est  la  reflection  des  mers 
12. 33  ans 

13.  Mme.  Fotomoto 

14.  Oslo 
15.60 

16.  Novembre  22, 1963 


L'improvisation 

Qu'est-ce  que  c'est  l'improvisation? 
l'improvisation  est  un  jeu  de  rapidity  et  de 
concentration.  Seulement  des  gens  avec  un 
caractere  nique  peuvent  avoir  succes  avec  I'art 
de  l'improvisation.  les  ecoles  ont  selectionne 
les  meilleurs  6tudiants  pour  participer  au 
toumoi  d'impro.  La  Lid6a,  ce  qui  est  une  ligue 
d'impro,  a  6t6  cr^e  pour  promouvoir 
l'improvisation  et  I'originalit^  de  la  pensee. 

L'imagination  est  essentielle  afin  d'etre 
un  com^dien  respectable  sur  la  patinoire 
d'impro.  L'acteur  ne  peut  jamais  "tomber  sur 
la  patinoire"  d'impro  sans  que  la  moindre  faute 
soit  mtdtipli^e  et  cause  la  d6faite  de  son  equipe 
dans  la  competition.  L'impro  donne  la  chance 
aux  comediens  de  voir  s'ils  sont  capables 
d'atteindre  leur  but:  de  cr^er  tout  en 
divertissant.  Un  comedien  risque  de  perdre 
tout  s'ils  ne  donne  pas  un  bon  'show'. 

Por  certains  acteurs  l'improvisation  est 
un  jeu  cruel.  Pour  eux,  etre  sur  la  scene 
devant  plusiers  personnes  est  comme  etre 
devant  des  lions  f6roces.  lis  pensent  que  les 
spectateurs  manquent  de  respect  pour  le 
comedien  et  ils  pensent  que  les  gens  devraient 
etre  plus  patients  et  appr^cier  I'effort  que  fait 
l'acteur.  Si  on  est  pas  bon  on  va  perdre  et  on 
risque  d'etre  hue  par  les  spectateurs.  Pour 
qu'un  theatre  soit  un  succes  il  faut  qu'ils  soit 
facile  et  comique.  Les  gens  veulent  de  Taction 
et  du  'punch'.  Souvent  les  spectateurs  peuvent 
influencer  un  acte  par  les  claques.  En  plusiers 
occasions  les  comediens  trouvent  que  le  public 
ne  leur  donne  pas  la  chance  de  montrer  leur 
talent.  Faire  ce  genre  de  theatre  calme  I'ego  et 
cela  est  un  avantage  de  l'improvisation. 

Robert  Gravel  a  fonde  la  Ligue 
Nationale  d'impro.  II  a  proposee  de  faire  jouer 
des  matches  d'improvisation  entre  deux 
equipes.  Les  gens  etaient  fascines  par  le 
match.  Bientot,  ce  genre  de  theatre  devint 
populaire  dans  les  ecoles.  11  devint  tellement 
populaire  que  les  ecoles  anglophones  ont 
decide  de  cr6er  leur  propre  ligue,  la  Lidea 
(dont  Selw)m  House  fait  partie  depuis  cette 
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n  y  a  eu  plusieurs  parties  amicales  et 
maintenant  tous  sont  prets  pour  le  grand 
tournoi.  Taction  aura  lieu  le  3  avril  a  19h  a 
I'ecole  Trafalgar.  Soyez  presents!! 

Ryan  Antoniadis  &Freddie  Sarhan 


^^^ 


Rire  pour  votre  plaisirl  *** 


Les  psychologues  sont  unanimes:  le  rire  par  I'lmpro  est  le  meilleur  pour  la  santi 


A 


ILES  MN/>i£sT 


Venez  voir  les  meilleurs  comidiens  des  6coles  LCC, 
Stanstead,  Trafalgar,  Villa-Maria  et  Selwyn  House  se 
disputer  le  titre  de  I'impro  la  plus  bizarre,  la  plus 
dramatique  mais  surtout  la  plus  drole. 


Sortez  de  votre  ennui.  Venez  le  3  avril  i  19 
heures  i  Trafalgar  (3495  Simspon,  Mtl.)  pr^  du 
radtro  Guy-Concordia.  C'esi  gratuit! 


Billets  disponibles  dans  les  6coles  participantes. 


